31 March 2025

County Commission of Christian County, Missouri
100 West Church Street

Ozark, MO 65721

Dear Commissionets:

The following information supplements the attached petition. Should the
commissioners approve vacating the rights of way bisccting the properties of Susan K.
Spence and Stephen J. and Patricia A. TIobbs, these property owners intend to install
a gate to climmate through traffic. The Woodland Park, Kerr, and I lolder Road
neighbors will be allowed access.

Petitioners are aware of and have investigated maintaining access to important
services such as emergency medical and fire. A representative of the Hmergency
Medical Services of Christian County, when spectfically asked whether their services
would be hindered if Tolder Road was not a through road, and understanding the
property locations, stated thart older Road s served by emergeney medical services
from Clever and Republic who are expected to be in various places throughout their

atea of responsibility, not just at their station houses. 1le said that since they would be
able to access Tolder Road from either end (7.7 or 14), their responsc time would not

be hindered.

The fire districts have in place a mutual aid agreement. l'or any fire location, two or
three different fire departments may respond, and would require quick aceess through
[older Road to reach their dispatched locations. Fimergency access to the gate will be
mnstalled. Both Christian County and Republic use the Knox system of products,
which petitioners have investigated. Petitioners understand there arc requirements for
access initiation and annual checks, and would do all in their power to mect the

requirements.

The process of gathering these signatures for the petition has been eye-opening;
numcerous residents related their stories of experiencing hazardous conditions because
of the madequacy of our residential country road to handle the overburden of traffic,
especially speeding vehicles, semis, and other large or multi-axled vehicles, Every day,
residents attempting to turn into their driveway or road have been neardy hit by
drivers travelling too fast for the conditions; having to cross the road at a place of low
visibility to oncoming traffic to reach 2 mailbox; mailboxes being clipped by careless
drivers; owning a home for a short time only to discover that the children in the home
cannot even play outside due to unpredictable traffic behavior; residents deal with



drivers yelling at them as they walk down their road, some of the drivers even
swerving to come as close to the pedestrian as they can and some even stating
[contrary to law] that it is illegal for people to walk on the road; residents must
constantly clean up the trash accumulating on their properties on to where it 15 tossed
by cut-through drivers because of the case of discarding things in this remote area.
Thesc items often include drug paraphernalia, alcohol bottles and cans (sometimes
full), stolen property, and construction and other hazardous materials. All of these
things negatively affect the quality of life of the folks in our neighborhood.

Although these circumstances are very concerning to nearly all residents of the Holder
Road neighborhood, they acutcly affect the petitioners who own the propetties
through which the road runs.

Susan . Spence
Stephen . and Patricta A. [lobbs



Petition to Vacate a Portion of Holder Road

Road: the part of Holder Road currently held by the county as rights of way through the private
properties of Susan F. Spence and Stephen J. and Patrnicia AL FHlobbs in section 12, township 27 N,
Range 20 W,

STATE OF MISSOURI !
| ss. CHRISTIAN COUNTY COMMISSION, 2025
COUNTY OF CHRISTIAN |

The undersigned petittoners hereby request that the Chnstian County Commission vacate a portion
of Holder Road, located n Lincoln Township, which 1s currently held by the county as rights of way
through the private properties of Susan I Spence (SW NWH0) and Stephen J.oand Patricia A,
Hobbs INW Ts, SW 4 in section 12, township 27 N, range 20 W See attached image on the tast
page. The petiioners state the tollowing:

1. This section ot the road was paved without the consent of the attected property owners who
remain the owners to this day. The county’s paving ot the road and otherwise implementing
practices required by road safety standards have made the conditions more favorable to car
trattic to the detriment of the safety ot the residents: the numbers and sizes of vehicles on
the road have greatly increased, as well as their speed, often greatly above the posted speed
limit, causing unsate conditions for the residents.

2. 'The shenff has improved deputy visibility on the road in order to slow trattic, but this has
been largely inettective. Coverage of greater consistency, which we have observed to have a
posifive effect, would require increased regular assignment ot deputies to this road. Shenft
Cole has indicated that we have the highest deputy coverage in the county and greater
coverage is not likely ro be provided given the manpower limitations,

3. This scction of Holder running through private property has been identified by the county as
the most dangerous section because of curves in the road decreasing vistbility and tree
growth which requires, in the county’s opinion, continued maintenance in order to meet
road satety standards. Once the nght of way 1s vacated and returned to the owners, this work
would be unnecessary, thereby saving the county these expenses.

4. Area residents recognize that this section 1s unsafe for pedestrian traftic, and drivers have
complained about people walking on the road creating dangerous conditions. Cut-through
drivers chastise the residents of this neighborhood tor walking on the road. This doesn’t
even address conditions limiting livestock transfer from one portion ot the property to

another because the raftic intervenes.
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Holder Road as a whole is not well-sutted for heavy rratfic and litde can be done to reconcile
the competing interests of the ever-increasing cut-through commuter traffic with the rights
of the road’s residents. At least two ot the alternate routes are highways designed to carry
vehicles of greater weight and length.

Alternate, safer routes are numerous. No one would be prevented from reaching their
destinations if Flolder Road were no longer a through road. The only advantage to any driver
18 the mintscule amount of time saved. Officially designating the road closed to through
traftic will cause mapping utilitics to redirecr rrattic fo the safer alternate routes.

\t most, blocking a portion of Holder Road to through tratfic will be an inconvenience to
some who will have to drive a shghtly longer route. For the residents of the neighborhood of
Holder Road, the current road conditions are not only inconvenient, but are also hazardous.
Vacating this section of the road would return it to private property and would eliminate
through trattic. Complaints to the county regarding activity along the entire road would
diminish by virfue of the fact that fewer cars would be utilizing the road, thereby leading to
tewer accidents; lack of casy access tor trash dumping would eliminate calls for trash pickup
trom the county: we would not require county assistance for tree removal, tree frimming, or

road surface mamtenance thereby saving the county that continuing expense.

RSMo. Section 228.110.4 states that “any 12 residents of the township or townships through which
a road runs may make applicat:on of any such road or part of the same as uscless, and the repairing,
ot the same an unreasonable burden upon the distriet or districts.”

Below are the signatures ot at least 12 residents of Lincoln ‘Township requesting that the county
rights ot way through the properties of Susan F. Spence and Stephen J. and Patricia A Hobbs be
vacated since it does not serve the public welfare and causes an undue financial burden on the

county.
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certity that on the 317 March 2025, the toregoing petition and addendum were submitted to
the ottice of the County Commussioners of Christian County, Missouri, at 100 W Church St., Room
100, Ozark, MO 65721,
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Patricia A. [Tobbs
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