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DRAFT Christian County Burn Ban Procedure and Checklist

Purpose and Scope: This procedure explains how Christian County agencies will work together
to:

e Track drought and fire conditions.

e Decide whether to recommend a burn ban.

e Complete the required legal steps.

e Present a recommendation to the County Commission.

e Putan approved ban into effect.

e Review, change, or end the ban.
Dry grass and plants can catch fire easily. Dry weather, strong winds, and low water supplies can
make fires harder to control. These conditions can put people, property, and firefighters at risk.

This procedure helps agencies act on time, share clear information, and work together.

Triggers and Legal Requirements: The U.S. Drought Monitor shows where drought is happening
and how severe it is. Drought information is available at www.drought.gov and
droughtmonitor.unl.edu. The map uses these labels:

¢ None — No drought or unusual dryness.

e DO — Abnormally Dry: Conditions are unusually dry.

e D1 — Moderate Drought

e D2 — Severe Drought

e D3 — Extreme Drought

e D4 — Exceptional Drought

Under Section 49.266.3 of Missouri law, the County Commission may adopt a burn ban after the
State Fire Marshal determines that a ban is appropriate because both conditions exist:
e A major natural disaster is happening or may soon happen in the county and threatens
residents’ safety and well-being.
e The U.S. Drought Monitor places the county in severe, extreme, or exceptional drought.

Roles and Responsibilities
Christian County Commission: Review the recommendation. Follow the required steps to
approve, change, extend, or end a burn ban.

Christian County Emergency Services—911: Update instructions for dispatchers. Send calls to the
proper agencies using agreed steps.

County Clerk: Help place the issue on the meeting agenda. Keep official records and make
copies of approved orders available.

Emergency Management: Track drought and fire conditions. Gather local reports and ask
partner agencies for input. Coordinate the request to the State Fire Marshal. Prepare updates
for the Commission. Keep agency contact lists current and track notices and reviews.
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Fire Departments: Report fire conditions, recent fires, water shortages, and concerns about
staffing or equipment. Recommend action when needed. Put out fires, record what crews
observe, and work with law enforcement.

Municipal Police and Sheriff’s Department: Investigate possible violations within their legal
authority. Gather evidence and issue citations or send cases to the proper office, as allowed by
law and agency policy.

Prosecuting Attorney’s Office: Review legal requirements, the area covered, exceptions, draft
wording, and enforcement steps. Review possible violations and prosecute cases when
appropriate.

State Fire Marshal: Determine whether a county burn ban is appropriate under Section 49.266.3
of Missouri law.

Checklist
1. Track and Record Conditions

Lead: Emergency Management

[ Check the U.S. Drought Monitor each Thursday during dry weather. Save the
dated map and county data.
Record the drought levels in Christian County and the areas affected.
Review forecasts, fire weather concerns, and recent rainfall.
Write a short summary of conditions when needed.
Contact partner agencies when conditions worsen or departments raise
concerns. Start early so there is time to prepare.

O 0ooo

2. Ask Partner Agencies for Input

Lead: Emergency Management

0 Check that the contact list includes current primary and backup contacts.

10 Share the conditions summary with fire departments, municipal police, the
Sheriff’s Office, Prosecuting Attorney, Commission, 911, and State Fire
Marshal’s Office.

0  Work through questions about where the ban applies, who is exempt, how
calls will be handled, and how the ban will be enforced.

0 Combine the information into one recommendation for the Commission.

3. Check Legal Requirements and Prepare the Order
Leads: Emergency Management and County Legal Counsel
(1 Check the current version of Section 49.266 and any other laws that apply.
[ Request the State Fire Marshal’s determination. Keep a record before the
Commission adopts a ban.
(1 If only part of the county is in D2 or higher, confirm how that affects the
proposed ban with the State Fire Marshal and legal counsel.
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Have county legal counsel review the proposed order as needed.

4. Take Commission Action
Leads: County Commission and County Clerk

U

O 0ooo-o

Present the conditions summary, agency comments, State Fire Marshal’s
determination, and proposed order.

Record the Commission’s decision and the reasons supporting it.

If approved, obtain the signed order and record its order number.

Make sure all instructions and notices match the approved order.

If the Commission delays or declines the ban, record the next steps and
review date.

5. Notify Agencies and the Public
Leads: All Community Partners

U
U

Share the approved order with partner agencies.

Share the same clear message through county, city, fire department, police,
and news outlets.

Include when the ban starts, where it applies, what it prohibits, any
exceptions, and where people can get more information.

6. Review the Ban While It Is in Effect
Leads: Emergency Management and Partner Agencies

U
U

Review conditions at least once a week and after major weather changes.
Work with partner agencies to resolve questions and explain the ban the
same way.

Update the Commission on whether to keep, change, extend, or end the ban.
Track the end date so any needed action happens before the ban expires.

7. End the Ban and Review the Process
Leads: County Commission, Emergency Management, County Clerk, and Agency

Leaders

0 Gather current drought information and fire department recommendations.

0 Confirm what action is needed to end the ban under the approved order and
applicable law.

0 Record when the ban ends and keep any required documents.

0 Notify all partner agencies. Confirm that dispatch and enforcement
instructions are updated.

1 Announce the change through the same channels used to announce the ban.

(] Explain any other burning rules that still apply.

[ Meet briefly with partner agencies to discuss what worked and what needs
to change.

1 Update this procedure and the agency contact list.
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Contact Information

Jordan Williams

Billings Police Chief

jordanwilliams@billingsmo.com

Tyler Ondatje

Billings Patrol

tylerondatje@billingsmo.com

Blake Baldwin

Billings Officer

blakebaldwin@billingsmo.com

Sheriff Brad Cole

Sheriff

bcole@christiancountysheriff.net

Rocky Seiner

Patrol Captain

rseiner@christiancountysheriff.net

Mark LaRose

Op Captain

mlarose@christiancountysheriff.net

Colton Craig

Jail Captain / Patrol Lieutenant

ccraig@christiancountysheriff.net

Daniel Walker

Clever Police Chief

dwalker@clevermo.gov

Jacob Parecell

Clever Officer

jparcell@clevermo.gov

Eddie Castleberry

Clever Officer

ecastleberry@clevermo.gov

Joe Campbell Nixa Police Chief jcampbell@nixa.com
Chad Tennis Nixa Police ctennis@nixa.com
Jeremy Whitehill Nixa Police jwhitehill@nixa.com
Jason Fleetwood Nixa Police jfleetwood@nixa.com
Ryan Strohm Nixa Police rstrohm@nixa.com
Ronald Hilburn Nixa Police rhilburn@nixa.com
Justin Arnold Ozark Police j.arnold@ozarkpd.org
Derek Hill Ozark Police d.hill@ozarkpd.org
Jared Drye Ozark Police j.drye@ozarkpd.org
Ben Deutscher Ozark Police b.deutscher@ozarkpd.org
Matt Jones Ozark Police m.jones@ozarkpd.org

Trampus Taylor

Sparta Police Chief

policechief@spartamo.com

Austin Essick

Billings Fire Chief

Essick45@gmail.com

Travis Dean

Chadwick Fire Chief

Travisdean1977@yahoo.com

Ronnie Keithley

Clever Fire Chief Clever Fire

dozer.keithley@cleverfirepd.com

John McManus

Assistant Fire Chief Clever Fire

John.mcmanus@cleverfirepd.com

Kevin Stephens

Highlandville Fire Chief

Chief71@highlandvillefire.org

Kevin Cutbirth

Assistant Chief Highlandville Fire

Chief72@highlandvillefire.org

Kevin Grizzle

Deputy Chief Highlandville Fire

Chief73@highlandvillefire.org

Lloyd Walles

Chief Nixa Fire

Iwalles@nixafire.org

Whitney Weaver

Assistant Chief

wweaver@nixafire.org

Nat Sanchez

Division Chief/Training

nsanchez@nixafire.org

Chief Jarett Metheny

Ozark Fire Chief

imetheney@ozarkfire.org
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Rob Crawford

Deputy Chief Ozark Fire

rcrawford@ozarkfire.org

Aaron Heaton

Assistant Chief

aheaton@ozarkfire.org

Jeff Owens Assistant Chief jowens@ozarkfire.org
Brian Loula Sparta Fire Chief

Jared Smith Sparta Firefighter

Rob Klick Sparta Fire Captain

Duane Compton

Republic Fire Chief

dcompton@republicmo.com

Lynn Hollandworth

Republic Fire Assistant Chief

lhollandworth@republicmo.com

Dennis Reynolds

Battlefield Fire Deputy Chief

dreynolds@battlefieldfire.com

Dennis Burr

Assistant Chief Battlefield Fire

Sburr@battlefieldfire.gov

Richard Stirts

Chief Logan-Rogersville Fire

rstirts@lIrfire.org

Grant Peters

Logan Rogersville Fire

gpeters@I|rfire.org

Tim Clarkson Logan Rogersville Fire tclarkson@lrfire.org

David Driskell Interim Director Christian ddriskell@cces911.org
County Emergency Services

Lynn Morris Presiding Commissioner Imorris@christiancountymo.gov
Christian County

Johnny William Western Commissioner Christian | jwilliams@christiancountymo.gov

County

Brad Jackson

Eastern Commissioner Christian
County

bjackson@christiancountymo.gov

Kristen Tuohy Prosecuting Attorney Kristen.tuohy@prosecutors.mo.gov
Paula Brumfield County Clerk pbrumfield@christiancountymo.gov
Eryn Flood Deputy County Clerk eflood@christiancountymo.gov

Jamie Orlando

Assistant Director Emergency
Management

jorlando@christiancountymo.gov

Cheryl Mitchell

Admin Assistant Emergency
Management

cmitchell@christiancountymo.gov

Austin Fax

Attorney

afax@lowtherjohnson.com
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